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Quick Guide: Noun Phrases 
A noun phrase is a group of words built around a noun. It can be very short or quite detailed. 

Examples: 

• this pencil 

• a new suitcase 

• the student’s final proposal 

• a carefully worded statement of agreement 

Main Uses 
Use Pattern Example 

Determiner + noun this / that / these / those + 
noun 

These papers are 
important. 

Article + adjective + noun a/an/the + adjective + noun She bought a small mirror. 

Possessive noun phrase possessive + noun My sister’s phone is new. 

Compound noun noun + noun We waited at the bus stop. 

Number + adjective + noun number + adjective + plural 
noun 

We need two white plates. 

Hyphenated modifier number/adjective + singular 
noun 

a three-page report 

Appositive phrase noun, noun phrase, Anna, my neighbor, called 
me. 

Noun + of phrase noun + of + noun phrase the purpose of the survey 

Word Order in Noun Phrases 

In English, adjectives and modifiers usually come before the noun. 

Correct: a clean shirt 
Incorrect: a shirt clean 

Correct: the important papers 
Incorrect: the papers important 

For longer noun phrases, the usual order is: 

determiner + adjective/modifier + main noun 

Examples: 
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• a modern research center 

• the new marketing plan 

• several important guest speakers 

This, That, These, Those 

Use this and that with singular nouns. 

Examples: 

• this chair 

• that blue notebook 

Use these and those with plural nouns. 

Examples: 

• these clean towels 

• those garden flowers 

Possessives 

Use ’s to show ownership or relationship. 

Examples: 

• my brother’s bike 

• the manager’s car 

• the student’s first proposal 

For longer academic phrases, the possessive often comes before the main idea. 

Example: 

• the company’s outdated procedures 

Compound Nouns 

Sometimes two or more words work together as one noun phrase. 

Examples: 

• bus stop 

• coffee machine 
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• student center 

• customer-service guidelines 

• risk-assessment analysis 

The final word is usually the main noun. 

Example: 

• a coffee machine = a type of machine 

• a student center = a type of center 

Be Careful 

Use a singular noun after hyphenated number modifiers. 

Correct: a three-page report 
Incorrect: a three-pages report 

Correct: a two-year-old daughter 
Incorrect: a two-years-old daughter 

Also, do not use a full sentence as an appositive. 

Incorrect: I met Anna, she my neighbor. 
Correct: I met Anna, my neighbor. 

Before answering, ask yourself: 
What is the main noun, and what words correctly describe, count, or identify it? 



A

Countable nouns with a/an and some

Countable nouns can be singular or plural: 

a dog a child the evening this party an umbrella
dogs some children the evenings these parties two umbrellas

Before singular countable nouns you can use a/an:
Bye!  Have a nice evening. 
Do you need an umbrella? 

You cannot use singular countable nouns alone (without a/the/my etc.): 
She never wears a hat.   (not wears hat)
Be careful of the dog. 
What a beautiful day!
Did you hurt your leg?

Unit

71

We use a/an … to say what kind of thing something is, or what kind of person somebody is:

 That’s a nice table.
In the plural we use the noun alone (not some …):

Those are nice chairs. (not some nice chairs)

Compare singular and plural:

B

You can use some with plural countable nouns.  We use some in two ways.

(1) some = a number (of) / a few (of) / a pair (of):
I’ve seen some good movies recently.   (not I’ve seen good movies) 
Some friends of mine are coming to stay at the weekend. 
I need some new sunglasses.  (= a new pair of sunglasses)

Often you can say the same thing with or without some.  For example:
I need (some) new clothes.
The room was empty apart from a table and (some) chairs.

Do not use some when you are talking about things in general (see Unit 75):
I love bananas.   (not some bananas)
My aunt is a writer.  She writes books.   (not some books)

(2) some = some but not all:
Some children learn very quickly.  (but not all children)
Tomorrow there will be rain in some places, but most of the country will be dry.

C

A dog is an animal.
I’m an optimist.
My father is a doctor.
Jane is a really nice person.
What a lovely dress!

Dogs are animals.
We’re optimists.
My parents are both doctors.
Jane and Ben are really nice people.
What awful shoes!

Jack has a long nose. 
(not the long nose)

Jack has blue eyes. 
(not the blue eyes)

We say that somebody has a long nose / a nice face / blue eyes / long fingers etc. :

We use a/an when we say what somebody’s job is:
Sandra is a nurse.   (not Sandra is nurse) 
Would you like to be an English teacher?

Countable and uncountable ➜ Units 69–70 a/an and the ➜ Unit 72 some and any ➜ Unit 85142



Unit

71Exercises

71.1  What are these things?  Choose from the box and write a sentence.

1 an eagle It’s a bird.

2 a pigeon, a duck and a penguin They’re birds.
3 carrots and onions 

4 a tulip 

5 Earth, Mars and Jupiter 

6 chess 

7 a hammer, a saw and a screwdriver 

8 the Nile, the Rhine and the Mekong 

9 a mosquito 

10 Hindi, Arabic and Swahili 

71.2  Read about what these people do.  What are their jobs?  Choose from:

chef   interpreter   journalist    nurse    plumber   surgeon tour guide waiter

1 Sarah looks after patients in hospital.  She’s a nurse.

2 Gary works in a restaurant. He brings the food to the tables.  He 

3 Jane writes articles for a newspaper.  

4 Kevin works in a hospital.  He operates on people.  

5 Jonathan cooks in a restaurant.  

6 Dave installs and repairs water pipes.  

7 Anna shows visitors round her city and tells them about it.  

8 Lisa translates what people are saying from one language into another, so that they can understand 

each other.  

71.3  Which is right?

1 Most of my friends are students /  some students.   (students is correct)

2 Are you careful driver / a careful driver?

3 I went to the library and borrowed books / some books.

4 Mark works in a bookshop.  He sells books / some books.

5 I’ve been walking for hours.  I’ve got sore feet / some sore feet.

6 I don’t feel very well.  I’ve got sore throat / a sore throat.

7 What lovely present / a lovely present!  Thank you very much.

8 I met students / some students in a cafe yesterday.  They were from China.

9 It might rain.  Don’t go out without umbrella / without an umbrella.

10 People / Some people learn languages more easily than others.

71.4  Put in a/an or some where necessary.  If no word is necessary, leave the space empty.

1 I’ve seen some   good movies recently.

2 Are you feeling all right?  Do you have a  headache?

3 I know lots of people.  Most of them are −  students.

4 When I was  child, I used to be very shy.

5  birds, for example the penguin, cannot fly.

6 Would you like to be  actor?

7 Questions, questions, questions!  You’re always asking  questions!

8 I didn’t expect to see you.  What  surprise!

9 Do you like staying in  hotels?

10 Tomorrow is a holiday.   shops will be open, but most of them will be closed.

11 Those are  nice shoes.  Where did you get them?

12 You need  visa to visit  countries, but not all of them.

13 Kate is  teacher.  Her parents were  teachers too.

14 I don’t believe him.  He’s    liar.  He’s always telling  lies.

 bird(s) 
 flower(s) 
 game(s)
 insect(s)
 language(s)
 planet(s)
 river(s)
 tool(s) 
 vegetable(s)
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a/an ➜ Unit 71 the ➜ Units 73–78

A Study this example:

Joe says ‘a sandwich’, ‘an apple’ because this is 
the first time he talks about them.

Joe now says ‘the sandwich’, ‘the apple’
because we know which sandwich and 
which apple he means – the sandwich and
the apple he had for lunch.

I had a sandwich and an apple 

for lunch.

The sandwich wasn’t very good, 

but the apple was nice.

JOE

Compare a and the in these examples:
A man and a woman were sitting opposite me.  The man was American, but I think the 
woman was British. 
When we were on holiday, we stayed at a hotel.  Sometimes we ate at the hotel and 
sometimes we went to a restaurant.

a/an and the
Unit

72

We use the when we are thinking of a specific thing.  Compare a/an and the:
Tim sat down on a chair.  (maybe one of many chairs in the room)
Tim sat down on the chair nearest the door.  (a specific chair)
Do you have a car?   (not a specific car)
I cleaned the car yesterday.  (= my car)

We use a/an when we say what kind of thing or person we mean.  Compare:
We stayed at a very cheap hotel.  (a type of hotel)
The hotel where we stayed was very cheap.  (a specific hotel)

B

We say ‘once a week / three times a day / £1.50 a kilo’ etc. :
I go to the cinema about once a month.
 ‘How much are those potatoes?’   ‘£1.50 a kilo.’
Helen works eight hours a day, six days a week.

D

We use the when it is clear which thing or person we mean.  For example, in a room we talk about the 
light / the floor / the ceiling / the door / the carpet etc. :

Can you turn off  the light, please?  (= the light in this room)
I took a taxi to the station.  (= the station in that town)
(in a shop)  I’d like to speak to the manager, please.  (= the manager of this shop)

We also say ‘(go to) the bank / the post off ice’:
I have to go to the bank and then I’m going to the post off ice. 
(The speaker is usually thinking of a specific bank or post off ice.) 

and ‘(go to) the doctor / the dentist’:
Clare isn’t well.  She’s gone to the doctor.
I don’t like going to the dentist.

Compare the and a: 
I have to go to the bank today.
Is there a bank near here?
I don’t like going to the dentist.
My sister is a dentist. 

C
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Exercises
Unit

72.1  Put in a/an or the.

1 This morning I bought a  book and  magazine.   book is in my bag,  

but I can’t remember where I put  magazine.

2 I saw  accident this morning.   car crashed into  tree.   

 driver of  car wasn’t hurt, but  car was badly damaged.

3 There are two cars parked outside:  blue one and  grey one.   blue 

one belongs to my neighbours.  I don’t know who  owner of  grey one is.

4 My friends live in  old house in  small village.  There is  beautiful 

garden behind  house.  I would like to have  garden like that.

72.2  Put in a/an or the.

1 a This house is very nice.  Does it have  garden?

b It’s a beautiful day.  Let’s sit in  garden.

c I like living in this house, but it’s a shame that  garden is so small.

2 a Can you recommend  good restaurant?

b We had dinner in  very nice restaurant.

 c We had dinner in  best restaurant in town.

3 a What’s  name of that man we met yesterday?

b We stayed at a very nice hotel – I can’t remember  name now.

c My neighbour has  French name, but in fact she’s English, not French.

4 a Did Paula get  job she applied for?

b It’s not easy to get  job at the moment.

 c Do you enjoy your work?  Is it  interesting job?

5 a ‘Are you going away next week?’ ‘No,  week after next.’

b I’m going away for  week in September.

c Gary has a part-time job.  He works three mornings  week.

72.3  Put in a/an or the where necessary.

1 Would you like apple? Would you like an apple?
2 How often do you go to dentist?  

3 Can you close door, please?  

4 I have problem.  I need your help.  

5 How far is it from here to station?  

6 I’m going to post office.  I won’t be long.  

7 Paul plays tennis.  He’s very good player. 

8 There isn’t airport near where I live.  

9 Nearest airport is 70 miles away. 

10 There were no chairs, so we sat on floor. 

11 Have you finished with book I lent you? 

12 Chris has just got job in bank in Zurich. 

13 We live in small apartment in city centre. 

14 There’s shop at end of street I live in. 

72.4  Answer these questions.  Where possible, use once a week / three times a day etc.

1 How often do you go to the cinema?  Three or four times a year.

2 How often do you go to the dentist?  

3 How often do you go away on holiday?  

4 How long do you usually sleep?  

5 How often do you go out in the evening?  

6 How many hours of TV do you watch (on average)?  

7 What’s the usual speed limit in towns in your country?  

72
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-’s and of … ➜ Unit 81 a week’s holiday / three weeks’ holiday etc. ➜ Unit 81E

You can use two nouns together (noun + noun) to mean one thing/person/idea etc. :
a bus driver  income tax the city centre  an apple tree

The first noun is like an adjective.  It tells us what kind of thing/person/idea etc. :

a bus driver = the driver of a bus
income tax = tax that you pay on your income
the city centre = the centre of the city
an apple tree = a tree that has apples
a Paris hotel = a hotel in Paris
my life story = the story of my life

So you can say:
a television camera a television programme a television studio a television producer
(things or people to do with television)
language problems marriage problems health problems work problems
(different kinds of problems)

Sometimes the first word ends in -ing:
a frying pan (= a pan for frying)
a washing machine
a swimming pool

Noun + noun (a bus driver / a headache)
Unit

80

Sometimes there are more than two nouns together:
I waited at the hotel reception desk.
We watched the World Swimming Championships on TV.
If you want to play table tennis (= a game), you need a table tennis table (= a table).

B

When two nouns are together like this, sometimes we write them as one word and sometimes as two  
separate words.  For example:

a headache  toothpaste  a weekend  a car park  a road sign

There are no clear rules for this.  If you are not sure, write two words.

C

Note the difference between:
a coffee cup (maybe empty) and a cup of coffee (= a cup with coffee in it)
a shopping bag (maybe empty) and a bag of shopping (= a bag full of shopping)

D

When we use noun + noun, the first noun is like an adjective.  It is normally singular, but the
meaning is often plural. 
For example: a car park is a place to park cars, an apple tree is a tree that has apples.

In the same way we say:
a three-hour journey  (= a journey that takes three hours)
a ten-pound note  (= a note with the value of ten pounds)
a four-week course  
a six-mile walk
two 14-year-old girls 

Compare:
 It was a four-week course. (not a four weeks course)

but The course lasted four weeks.

E

A
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Exercises
Unit

80.1  What do we call these things and people?

1 Someone who drives a bus is a bus driver  .

2 Problems concerning health are health problems  .

3 A ticket to travel by train is a  . 

4 A machine you use to get a ticket is a  .

5 The staff at a hotel are the  .

6 The results of your exams are your  .

7 A horse that runs in races is a  .

8 A race for horses is a  .

9 Shoes for running are  .

10 A shop that sells shoes is a  . 

11 The window of a shop is a  .

12 A person who cleans windows is a  .

13 A scandal involving a construction company is  .

14 Workers at a car factory are  .

15 A scheme for the improvement of a road is a  .

16 A department store in New York is a  .

80.2  Answer the questions using two of the following words each time:

1 This could be caused by bad driving.  a road accident
2 You should wear this when you’re driving. a 

3 You can use this to pay for things.  a 

4 This will tell you if it’s going to rain or not. the 

5 This is useful if you have a lot of dirty clothes.  a 

6 This is something you might wear if you’re married. a 

7 If you’re staying at a hotel, you need to remember this.  your 

8 This is a way to celebrate getting older. a 

9 This person transports things by road. a 

80.3  Put the words in the right order.

1 I spilt coffee on the living room carpet  . (room / carpet / living)  

2 Jack likes sport.  He plays for his  . (team / school / football)  

3 Anna works for a  . (company / production / film)

4 Many people invest in a  . (life / policy / insurance)

5 You can get a map at the   . (information / office / tourist)

80.4  Which is correct?

1 It’s quite a big book.  There are more than  500 page  / 500 pages. (500 pages is correct)

2 It’s only a two-hour / two hours flight from London to Madrid.

3 It took only two hour / two hours to fly to Madrid.

4 I don’t have any change.  I only have a twenty-pound / twenty pounds note.

5 I looked down and there were two ten-pound / ten pounds notes on the ground.

6 At work in the morning we usually have a 15-minute / 15 minutes break for coffee.

7 There are 60-minute / 60 minutes in an hour.

8 My office is on the tenth floor of a twelve-storey / twelve storeys building.

9 I work five-day / five days a week.  Saturday and Sunday are free.

10 Five-star / Five stars hotels are the most expensive.

11 Sam’s daughter is six-year-old / six years old.

12 Sam has a six-year-old / six-years-old daughter.

 accident  belt birthday card credit  driver
 forecast machine number party ring  road 
 room seat truck washing weather  wedding

80
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-’s (your sister’s name) and  
of … (the name of the book)

We use -’s (apostrophe + s) mostly for people or animals:
Tom’s computer isn’t working. (not the computer of Tom)
How old are Chris’s children?   (not the children of Chris)
What’s (= What is) your sister’s name?
What’s Tom’s sister’s name?
Be careful.  Don’t step on the cat’s tail.

You can use -’s without a noun after it:
This isn’t my book.  It’s my sister’s. (= my sister’s book)

We do not use -’s after a long group of words.  So we say: 
my friend’s mother  

but the mother of the man we met yesterday  (not the man we met yesterday’s mother)

Note that we say a woman’s hat (= a hat for a woman), a boy’s name  (= a name for a boy),
a bird’s egg (= an egg laid by a bird) etc.

Unit

81

With a singular noun we use -’s:
my sister’s room  (= her room – one sister)          
Mr Carter’s house  (= his house)

With a plural noun (sisters, friends etc.) we put an apostrophe (’) after s:
my sisters’ room  (= their room – two or more sisters)
the Carters’ house  (= their house – Mr and Mrs Carter)

If a plural noun does not end in -s (for example men/women/children/people) we use -’s:
the men’s changing room          a children’s book  (= a book for children)

You can use -’s after more than one noun:
Jack and Karen’s children          Mr and Mrs Carter’s house

B

For things, ideas etc., we normally use of:
the temperature of the water  (not the water’s temperature)
the name of the book  the owner of the restaurant

We say the beginning/end/middle of … / the top/bottom of … / the front/back/side of … :
the beginning of the month (not the month’s beginning)
the top of the hill                           the back of the car

C

You can usually use -’s or of … for an organisation (= a group of people).  So you can say:
the government’s decision     or     the decision of the government
the company’s success  or the success of the company

We also use -’s for places.  So you can say:
the city’s streets         the world’s population         Italy’s prime minister

D

We use -’s with time words (yesterday / next week etc.):
Do you still have yesterday’s newspaper?

 Next week’s meeting has been cancelled.
In the same way, you can say today’s / tomorrow’s / this evening’s / Monday’s etc.

We also use -’s (or -s’ with plural words) with periods of time:
I’ve got a week’s holiday starting on Monday.
Julia has got three weeks’ holiday.
I live near the station – it’s only ten minutes’ walk.

E

Noun + noun (a bus driver) ➜ Unit 80 a three-hour journey, a ten-pound note ➜ Unit 80E 
-’s (= is or has) in short forms ➜ Appendix 5.2

A
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Unit

81Exercises

81.1  In some of these sentences, it is more natural to use -’s or -’.  Change the underlined parts where 

necessary.

1 Who is the owner of this restaurant?  OK
2 How old are the children of Chris?  Chris’s children
3 Is this the umbrella of your friend?  

4 Write your name at the top of the page.  

5 I’ve never met the daughter of James.  

6 How old is the son of Helen and Andy?  

7 We don’t know the cause of the problem.  

8 I don’t know the words of this song. 

9 The friends of your children are here.  

10 What is the cost of a new washing machine?  

11 The garden of our neighbours is very small.  

12 The hair of David is very long.  

13 I work on the ground floor of the building.  

14 I couldn’t go to the party of my best friend.  

15 George is the brother of somebody I knew at college.  

16 Have you seen the car of the parents of Ben?  

17 What is the meaning of this expression?  

18 Do you agree with the policy of the government?  

81.2  Which is right?

1 Don’t step on the cat’s  tail. (cat / cat’s / cats’)

2 It’s my  birthday tomorrow. (father / father’s / fathers’)

3 Those  look nice.  Shall we buy some? (apples / apple’s / apples’)

4  clothes are expensive. (Children / Children’s / Childrens’)

5 Zurich is  largest city. (Switzerland / Switzerland’s / Switzerlands’)

6 Your  parents are your grandparents. (parents / parent’s / parents’)

7 I took a lot of  when I was on holiday. (photos / photo’s / photos’)

8 This isn’t my coat. It’s  . (someone else / someone else’s / someone elses’)

9 Have you read any of  poems? (Shakespeare / Shakespeare’s / Shakespeares’)

81.3  Read each sentence and write a new sentence beginning with the underlined words.

1 The meeting tomorrow has been cancelled.
Tomorrow’s meeting has been cancelled.

2 The storm last week caused a lot of damage.

 Last 

3 The only cinema in the town has closed down.

 The 

4 The weather in Britain is very changeable.

5 Tourism is the main industry in the region.

81.4  Use the information given to complete the sentences.

1 If I leave my house at 9 o’clock and drive to the airport, I arrive at about 11.

 So it’s about two hours’ drive  from my house to the airport. (drive)

2 If I leave my house at 8.40 and walk to the centre, I get there at 9 o’clock.

 So it’s  from my house to the centre. (walk)

3 I’m going on holiday on the 12th.  I have to be back at work on the 26th.

 So I’ve got  . (holiday)

4 I went to sleep at 3 o’clock this morning and woke up an hour later.  After that I couldn’t sleep.

So last night I only had  . (sleep)
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Adjectives: a nice new house, you look tired
Unit

99

A Sometimes we use two or more adjectives together:
My brother lives in a nice new house.
In the kitchen there was a beautiful large round wooden table.

Adjectives like new/large/round/wooden are fact adjectives.  They give us information about 
age, size, colour etc.

Adjectives like nice/beautiful are opinion adjectives.  They tell us what the speaker thinks of
something or somebody.
Opinion adjectives usually go before fact adjectives.

a
an

a

opinion
nice
interesting
delicious
beautiful

fact
long
young
hot
large round wooden

summer holiday
man
vegetable soup
table

Sometimes we use two or more fact adjectives together.  Usually (not always) we put fact adjectives
in this order:

1
how big?

2
how old?

3
what

colour?

4
where
from?

5
what is it
made of?

NOUN

a tall young man (1 → 2) a large wooden table (1 → 5)
big blue eyes (1 → 3) an old Russian song (2 → 4)
a small black plastic bag (1 → 3 → 5) an old white cotton shirt (2 → 3 → 5)

Adjectives of size and length (big/small/tall/short/long etc.) usually go before adjectives of shape
and width (round/fat/thin/slim/wide etc.):

a large round table  a tall thin girl  a long narrow street

When there are two or more colour adjectives, we use and:
a black and white dress  a red, white and green flag

This does not usually happen with other adjectives before a noun:
a long black dress   (not a long and black dress)

B

We use adjectives after be/get/become/seem:
Be careful!
I’m tired and I’m getting hungry.
As the film went on, it became more and more boring.
Your friend seems very nice.

We also use adjectives to say how somebody/something looks, feels, sounds, tastes or smells:
You look tired. / I feel tired. / She sounds tired.
The dinner smells good.
This tea tastes a bit strange.

But to say how somebody does something you must use an adverb (see Units 100–101):
Drive carefully! (not Drive careful)
Suzanne plays the piano very well. (not plays … very good)

C

We say ‘the first two days’, ‘the next few weeks’, ‘the last ten minutes’ etc. :
I didn’t enjoy the first two days of the course. (not the two first days)
They’ll be away for the next few weeks. (not the few next weeks)

D

Adverbs ➜ Units 100–101 Comparative (cheaper etc.) ➜ Units 105–107
Superlative (cheapest etc.) ➜ Unit 108198



Exercises
Unit

99
99.1  Put the adjectives in brackets in the correct position.

1 a beautiful table  (wooden / round)  a beautiful round wooden table

2 an unusual ring  (gold) 

3 an old house  (beautiful) 

4 red gloves  (leather) 

5 an American film  (old) 

6 pink flowers  (tiny) 

7 a long face  (thin) 

8 big clouds  (black) 

9 a sunny day  (lovely) 

10 an ugly dress  (yellow) 

11 a wide avenue  (long) 

12 important ideas  (new) 

13 a new sweater  (green / nice) 

14 a metal box  (black / small) 

15 long hair  (black / beautiful) 

16 an old painting  (interesting / French) 

17 a large umbrella  (red / yellow) 

18 a big cat  (black / white / fat) 

99.2  Complete each sentence with a verb (in the correct form) and an adjective from the boxes.

feel look  seem 
smell sound  taste

awful  nervous interesting
nice  upset wet

1 Helen seemed upset  this morning.  Do you know what was wrong?

2 I can’t eat this.  I’ve just tried it and it  .

3 It’s normal to  before an exam or an interview. 

4 What beautiful flowers!  They  too.

5 You   .  Have you been out in the rain?

6 James told me about his new job.  It – much better than his old job.

99.3  Put in the correct word.

1 This tea tastes a bit strange  . (strange / strangely)

2 I usually feel  when the sun is shining. (happy / happily)

3 The children were playing  in the garden. (happy / happily)

4 You look  !  Are you all right? (terrible / terribly)

5 There’s no point in doing a job if you don’t do it  . (proper / properly)

6 The soup tastes  .  Can you give me the recipe? (good / well)

7 Please hurry up!  You’re always so  . (slow / slowly)

8 A customer in the restaurant was behaving  . (bad / badly)

9 The customer became  when the manager asked him to leave. (violent / violently)

99.4  Write the following in another way using the first … / the next … / the last … .

1 the first day and the second day of the course  the first two days of the course

2 next week and the week after the next two weeks

3 yesterday and the day before yesterday 

4 the first week and the second week of May 

5 tomorrow and a few days after that 

6 questions 1, 2 and 3 in the exam 

7 next year and the year after 

8 the last day of our holiday and the two days 

before that
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