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Quick Guide: Subject-Verb Agreement 
Subject-verb agreement means the verb must match the subject. A singular subject takes 
a singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural verb. 

Examples: 

• The cat is sleeping. 

• The dogs play outside. 

• She smiles when she sees her friends. 

Main Uses 
Use Pattern Example 

Singular subject singular subject + singular 
verb 

The book is on the shelf. 

Plural subject plural subject + plural verb The students are ready. 

There structures there + be + real subject There is a dog under the 
tree. 

Each / every / one each/every/one + singular 
verb 

Each student has a book. 

Compound subject A and B + plural verb John and Mary run every 
morning. 

Either / neither verb agrees with nearest 
subject 

Neither the manager nor the 
employees are available. 

Collective noun group as one unit = singular The team is ready. 

Quantity words depends on 
countable/uncountable 

noun 

Some of the money is 
missing. 

Find the Real Subject 

The verb agrees with the main subject, not the words between the subject and verb. 

Examples: 

• The list of guests is on the table. 

• The cost of these items is high. 

• The results of the experiments are impressive. 

In these examples, the subject is list, cost, or results, not the noun after of. 
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Singular Words 

Words like each, every, one, nobody, neither, either, and every one usually take singular 
verbs. 

Examples: 

• Each of the boys has a bicycle. 

• Nobody is late. 

• Neither of the answers is correct. 

• Every one of the students is on time. 

Plural Words 

Plural subjects take plural verbs. 

Examples: 

• Many people study here. 

• Several students have finished. 

• Both of the answers are acceptable. 

• The reports that were submitted are incomplete. 

Tricky Quantity Expressions 

Use a number of + plural noun + plural verb. 

Example: 

• A number of students are absent. 

Use the number of + plural noun + singular verb. 

Example: 

• The number of students is increasing. 

With some, all, most, none, fractions, and percentages, look at the noun after of. 

Examples: 

• Some of the money is missing. 

• All of the cookies are gone. 

• Two-thirds of the land is affected. 
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• Three-quarters of the cookies were missing. 

Be Careful 

Do not let extra phrases confuse you. 

Incorrect: The list of names are on the door. 
Correct: The list of names is on the door. 

Incorrect: One of the students are absent. 
Correct: One of the students is absent. 

Also remember that and usually makes the subject plural. 

Example: 

• The team and its coach are ready to leave. 

Before answering, ask yourself: 
What is the real subject, and is it singular, plural, or a special quantity expression? 



American English ➜ Appendix 7

A Sometimes we use a plural noun for one thing that has two parts.  For example:

trousers (two legs)
also jeans/tights/shorts/pants

pyjamas
(top and bottom)

glasses binoculars scissors

These words are plural, so they take a plural verb:
My trousers are too long. (not My trousers is)

You can also use a pair of + these words:
Those are nice jeans. or    That’s a nice pair of jeans. (not a nice jeans)
I need some new glasses.    or    I need a new pair of glasses.

Singular and plural
Unit

79

Some nouns end in -ics, but are not usually plural.  For example:
athletics  gymnastics  economics  politics  
physics electronics maths (= mathematics)

Gymnastics is my favourite sport. (not Gymnastics are)

News is not plural (see Unit 70B):
I have some news for you.  It’s good news!  

Some words that end in -s can be singular or plural.  For example:
means a means of transport many means of transport
series a TV series two TV series
species a species of fish 200 species of fish

B

C Some singular nouns are often used with a plural verb.  For example:
audience  committee  company  family  firm  government  staff  team

These nouns are all groups of people.  We often think of them as a number of people (= they),
not as one thing (= it).  So we often use a plural verb:

The government (= they) have decided to increase taxes.

 The staff at the company (= they) are not happy with their working conditions.
In the same way, we often use a plural verb after the name of a company or a sports team:

Shell have increased the price of petrol.
Italy are playing Brazil next Sunday (in a football match).

You can also use a singular verb (The government wants … / Shell has … etc.).

We use a plural verb with police:
The police are investigating the crime, but haven’t arrested anyone yet.

 (not The police is … hasn’t)
Note that we say a police officer / a policeman / a policewoman (not a police).

We do not often use the plural of person (‘persons’).  We normally use people (a plural word):
He’s a nice person.    but    They are nice people. (not nice persons)
Many people don’t have enough to eat. (not Many people doesn’t)

D

We think of a sum of money, a period of time, a distance etc. as one thing.  So we use a singular verb:
Fifty thousand pounds (= it) was stolen in the robbery. (not were stolen)
Three years (= it) is a long time to be without a job. (not Three years are)
Two miles isn’t very far to walk.

E
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Exercises
Unit

79.1  Complete the sentences.  Choose from the box.

1 My eyesight is getting worse.  I need glasses  .

2 The trousers you bought for me  fit me.

3 The jacket you bought for me  fit me.

4 I need  scissors to cut this piece of material.

5 I can’t find my binoculars.  Have you seen ?

6 I went shopping and bought a  of jeans.

7 Where  my sunglasses?

8 I went shopping and bought  pair of pyjamas.

9 I don’t know much about politics.  I’m not interested in  .

79.2  Complete the sentences.  Use a word from section B (news, series etc.).

1 ‘Have you heard the news ?’ ‘No.  What’s happened?’

2 The bicycle is a  of transport.

3 A lot of American TV  are shown in other countries.

4 The tiger is an endangered  . 

5 There will be a  of meetings to discuss the problem. 

6 Fortunately the   wasn’t as bad as we expected.

7 How many  of bird are there in the world?

8 I didn’t have my phone, so I had no  of contacting you.

79.3  Choose the correct form of the verb, singular or plural.  In three sentences either the 

singular or plural verb is possible.  

1 Gymnastics is /  are  my favourite sport. (is is correct)

2 My new glasses doesn’t / don’t fit very well.

3 The police want / wants to interview two men about the robbery.

4 Physics was / were my favourite subject at school.

5 It’s a nice place to visit.  The people is / are very friendly.

6 Germany is / are playing Spain tomorrow night.  Are you going to watch it?

7 Does / Do the police know how the accident happened?

8 Where do / does your family live?

9 Most people enjoy / enjoys music.

10 I like this cafe.  The staff here is / are really friendly and efficient.

79.4  Complete the sentences.  Use is or isn’t, and choose from the box.

1 Three years is a long time  to be without a job.

2 Thirty degrees  for Tom.  He doesn’t like hot weather.

3 Ten dollars  .  We need more than that.

4 Four days  for a holiday.  You need at least a week.

5 Twenty kilos  .  Are you sure you can manage?

79.5  Are these sentences OK?  Correct them where necessary.

1 Three years are a long time to be without a job. Three years is a long time
2 The committee want to change the rules of the club. OK
3 Susan was wearing a black jeans. 

4 I like Martin and Jane.  They’re very nice persons. 

5 I’m going to buy some new pyjamas. 

6 There was a police directing traffic in the street. 

7 This scissors isn’t very sharp. 

8 The company have decided to open a new factory. 

9 This plant is very rare species. 

10 Twelve hours are a long time to be on a plane. 

79

 a
 are
 them
 doesn’t
 pair
 it
 glasses 
 some
 don’t

 a lot to carry
 enough money
 too hot 
 long enough
 a long time 

(wants is also correct)
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neither do I / I don’t either ➜ Unit 51C any ➜ Units 85–86 none ➜ Units 86A, 88 all ➜ Unit 88
both of whom / neither of which ➜ Unit 96B both ➜ Unit 110D

both / both of  neither / neither of       
either / either of

We use both/neither/either for two things.  
You can use these words with a noun (both books, neither book etc.).

For example, you are going out to eat.  There are two possible restaurants.  You say:
Both restaurants are good. (not the both restaurants)
Neither restaurant is expensive.
We can go to either restaurant.  I don’t mind. (= one or the other, it doesn’t matter which)
I haven’t been to either restaurant before. (= not one or the other)

You can also use both/neither/either without a noun: 
‘Which do you prefer, basketball or tennis?’ ‘It’s hard to say.  I like both.’
‘Is your friend British or American?’ ‘Neither.  She’s Australian.’
‘Do you want tea or coffee?’ ‘Either.  I don’t mind.’

Unit

89

both of … / neither of … / either of …

We use both of / neither of / either of + the/these/my/Tom’s … etc.  So we say ‘both of the
restaurants’, ‘both of those restaurants’ etc. (but not both of restaurants):

Both of these restaurants are good.
Neither of the restaurants we went to was expensive. 
I haven’t been to either of those restaurants.

You don’t need of after both.  So you can say:
Both of these restaurants are good.    or    Both these restaurants are good.

We also use both of / neither of / either of + us/you/them:
(talking to two people)  Can either of you speak Russian?

 I asked two people how to get to the station, but neither of them knew.
We say ‘both of’ before us/you/them (you need to use of):

Both of us were tired. (not Both us were …)

After neither of … a verb can be singular or plural:
Neither of them is at home.    or    Neither of them are at home.

B

You can say:C

both … and …

neither … nor …

either … or …

Both Chris and Paul were late.
I was both tired and hungry when I arrived home.

Neither Chris nor Paul came to the party.
There was an accident outside our house, but we neither saw nor 
heard anything.

I’m not sure where Maria’s from.  She’s either Spanish or Italian.
Either you apologise, or I’ll never speak to you again.

Compare either/neither/both (two things) and any/none/all (more than two):D

There are two good hotels here.  
You could stay at either of them.

We tried two hotels.
   Neither of them had a room. 
   Both of them were full. 

There are many good hotels here.
You could stay at any of them.

We tried a lot of hotels.
   None of them had a room.
   All of them were full.

⎧
⎨
⎩

⎧
⎨
⎩

A
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Exercises
Unit

89
89.1  Complete the sentences with both/neither/either.

1 ‘Do you want tea or coffee?’ ‘ Either  .  I really don’t mind.’

2 ‘What day is it today – the 18th or the 19th?’ ‘  .  It’s the 20th.’

3 a: Where did you go on your trip – Korea or Japan?

b: We went to  .  A week in Korea and a week in Japan.

4 ‘Shall we sit in the corner or by the window?’ ‘  .  I don’t mind.’

5 ‘Where’s Lisa? Is she at work or at home?’ ‘  .  She’s away on holiday.’

6 ‘Is it true that Kate speaks Spanish and Arabic?’ ‘Yes, she speaks  fluently.’

89.2  Complete the sentences with both/neither/either.  Use of where necessary.

1 Both  my parents are from Egypt.

2 To get to the town centre, you can walk along the river or you can go along the road. 

You can go  way.

3 I went to Carl’s house twice, but  times he wasn’t at home.

4  Tom’s parents is English.  His father is Polish and his mother is Italian.

5 I saw an accident this morning.  One car drove into the back of another.  Fortunately 

 driver was injured, but  cars were badly damaged.

6 I have two sisters and a brother.  My brother is working, but  my sisters are still  

at school.

89.3  Complete the sentences with both/neither/either + of us / of them.

1 I asked two people how to get to the station, but neither of them  knew.

2 I was invited to two parties last week, but I couldn’t go to  .

3 There were two windows in the room.  It was very warm, so I opened  .

4 Sam and I often play tennis, but we’re not very good.   can play well.

5 I tried two bookshops for the book I wanted to buy, but  had it.

89.4  Write sentences with both … and … / neither … nor … / either … or … .

1 Chris was late.  So was Pat.  Both Chris and Pat were late.
2 He didn’t say hello, and he didn’t smile. He neither said hello nor smiled.
3 It was a boring movie.  It was long too. 

The movie 

4 Joe doesn’t have a car.  Sam doesn’t have one either.  

5 Emily speaks German and she speaks Russian too. 

6 Ben doesn’t watch TV and he doesn’t read newspapers.

 Ben 

7 Is that man’s name Richard?  Or is it Robert?  It’s one of the two.

 That man’s name 

8 I don’t have time to go on holiday.  And I don’t have the money.

 I have 

9 We can leave today or we can leave tomorrow – whichever you prefer.

 We 

89.5  Complete the sentences with neither/either/none/any.

1 We tried a lot of hotels, but none  of them had a room.

2 Sam has two sisters, but I haven’t met  of them.

3 Emily has four brothers, but I haven’t met  of them.

4 There were a few shops in the street, but  of them was open.

5 Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey – have you been to  of these countries?

6 I could meet you next Monday or Thursday.  Would  of those days suit you?

7 Mark and I couldn’t get into the house because  of us had a key.
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all   every   whole 

everybody/everyone/everything and all 

We say:
Everybody was happy.     or     Everyone was happy. (not all were happy)
He thinks he knows everything. (not knows all)
Our holiday was a disaster.  Everything went wrong. (not all went wrong)

We do not often use all alone in this way.  We do not say ‘all were happy’, ‘he knows all’ etc.

We use all in the following ways:  

Unit

90

all + noun (all cars, all my money etc.) 

all of + us/you/them

we/you/they … all … (see also Unit 110D)

all about …

all … = the only thing(s)

All my friends were happy.

All of us were happy.

We were all happy.

He knows all about computers.

All I’ve eaten today is a banana. 
(= the only thing I’ve eaten today)

whole and all

Whole = complete, entire.  We use whole mostly with singular nouns:
Did you read the whole book? (= all the book, not just a part of it)
Emily has lived her whole life in the same town.
I was so hungry, I ate a whole packet of biscuits. (= a complete packet)

We do not normally use whole with uncountable nouns (water, food, money etc.).  
We say:

Did you spend all the money I gave you?   (not the whole money)
I read all the information carefully. (not the whole information)

We use the/my/a etc. before whole.  Compare whole and all:
I read the whole book.    but    I read all the information.

B

every day / all day / the whole day

We use every to say how often something happens (every day / every ten minutes etc.):
When we were on holiday, we went to the beach every day. (not all days)
The bus service is excellent.  There’s a bus every ten minutes.
We don’t see each other very often – about every six months.

All day or the whole day = the complete day from beginning to end:
We spent all day on the beach.    or    We spent the whole day …

 Dan was very quiet.  He didn’t say a word all evening.    or    … the whole evening.
Note that we say all day (not all the day), all week (not all the week) etc.

Compare all the time and every time:
They never go out.  They are at home all the time. (= always, continuously)
Every time I see you, you look different. (= each time, on every occasion)

C

Every/everybody/everyone/everything are singular words, so we use a singular verb:
Every seat in the theatre was taken.
Everybody has arrived. (not have arrived)

But we use they/them/their after everybody/everyone:
Everybody said they enjoyed themselves. (= everybody enjoyed himself or herself)

D

Countable and uncountable ➜ Units 69–70 all / all of ➜ Unit 88 each and every ➜ Unit 91 
every one ➜ Unit 91D all ➜ Unit 110C

A
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Exercises
Unit

90
90.1  Complete these sentences with all, everything or everybody/everyone.

1 It was a good party.  Everybody  had a great time.

2 All  I’ve eaten today is a banana.

3  has their faults.  Nobody is perfect.

4 Nothing has changed.   is the same as it was.

5 Kate told me  about her new job.  It sounds interesting.

6 Can  write their names on a piece of paper, please?

7 Why are you always thinking about money?  Money isn’t  .

8 I’m really exhausted.   I want to do is sleep.

9 When the fire alarm rang,  left the building immediately.

10 Amy didn’t say where she was going.   she said was that she was going away.

11 We have completely different opinions.  I disagree with  she says.

12 We all did well in the exam.   in our class passed.

13 We all did well in the exam.   of us passed.

14 Why are you so lazy?  Why do you expect me to do  for you?

90.2  Write sentences with whole.

1 I read the book from beginning to end.  I read the whole book.
2 Everyone in the team played well.

 The 

3 Paul opened a box of chocolates.  He started eating.  When he finished, there were no chocolates 

left in the box.  He ate 

4 The police came to the house.  They were looking for something.  They searched everywhere,

 every room.  They 

5 Everyone in Ed and Jane’s family plays tennis.  Ed and Jane play, and so do all their children.

 The 

6 Sarah worked from early in the morning until late in the evening.

7 Jack and Lisa had a week’s holiday by the sea.  It rained from the beginning of the week to the

end of the week.  It 

Now write sentences 6 and 7 again using all instead of whole.

8 (6) Sarah 

9 (7) 

90.3  Complete these sentences using every with the following:

five minutes   ten minutes   four hours  six months  four years

1 The bus service is very good.  There’s a bus every ten minutes  .

2 Tom is ill.  He has some medicine.  He has to take it  .

3 The Olympic Games take place  .

4 We live near a busy airport.  A plane flies over our house  .

5 Martin goes to the dentist for a check-up  .

90.4  Which is right?

1 Did you spend  the whole money / all the money I gave you? (all the money is correct)

2 Eve works every day / all days except Sunday.

3 I’m tired.  I’ve been working hard all the day / all day.

4 It was a terrible fire.  Whole building / The whole building was destroyed.

5 It’s a very sad song.  Every time / All the time I hear it, it makes me cry.

6 I don’t like the weather here.  It rains every time / all the time.

7 When I was on holiday, all my luggage / my whole luggage was stolen.
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A

each and every
Unit

91

each other ➜ Unit 82C all and every ➜ Unit 90

Each and every are similar.  Oft en it is possible to use each or every:
Each time I see you, you look diff erent.    or    Every time I see you …

But each and every are not exactly the same.

We use each when we think of things
separately, one by one.

Study each sentence carefully. 
(= study the sentences one by one)

each = 

Each is more usual for a small number:
There were four books on the table.
Each book was a diff erent colour.
(in a card game) At the beginning of the
game, each player has three cards.

We use every when we think of things as a
group.  The meaning is similar to all.

Every window in the house was open.
(= all the windows in the house)

every =  

Every is more usual for a large number:
Kate loves reading.  She has read every

 book in the library. (= all the books)
I’d like to visit every country in
the world. (= all the countries)

Each (but not every) can be used for two things:
In football, each team has eleven players. (not every team)

We use every (not each) to say how oft en something happens:
‘How oft en do you use your car?’ ‘Every day.’ (not Each day)
There’s a bus every ten minutes. (not each ten minutes)

We use each with or without a noun:
None of the rooms are the same.
Each room is diff erent.    or
Each is diff erent.

Or you can use each one:
Each one is diff erent.

We say each of (the/these/them … etc.):
Each of the books was a diff erent 
colour. (not each of books)
Each of them was a diff erent colour.
Read each of these sentences carefully.

We use every with a noun:
She’s read every book in the library.

We don’t use every alone, but you can say
every one:

a: Have you read all these books?
B: Yes, every one.

We say every one of … (but not every of):
I’ve read every one of those books.

 (not every of those books)
I’ve read every one of them.

Compare the structures we use with each and every.B

We also use each in the middle of a sentence.  For example:
The students were each given a book. (= Each student was given a book.)

We say a dollar each, ten pounds each etc. :
These oranges are 40 pence each. (each = for one orange)

C

everyone and every one

Everyone (one word) is only for people (= everybody).
Everyone enjoyed the party. (= Everybody …)

Every one (two words) is for things or people:
Sarah is invited to lots of parties and she goes to every one. (= to every party)

D
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Unit

91Exercises

91.1  Look at the pictures and complete the sentences with each or every.

4

8

3

7

2

6

1

5

1 Each  player has three cards.

2 Kate has read every  book in the library.

3  side of a square is the same length.

4  seat in the theatre was taken.

5 There are six apartments in the building.   one has a balcony.

6 There’s a train to London  hour.

7 She was wearing four rings – one on  finger.

8 Our football team is playing well.  We’ve won  game this season.

91.2  Put in each, each of or every. 

1 There were four books on the table.  Each  book was a diff erent colour.

2 The Olympic Games are held every  four years.

3  parent worries about their children.

4 In a game of tennis there are two or four players.   player has a racket.

5 Nicola plays volleyball  Thursday evening.

6 I understood most of what they said but not  word.

7 The book is divided into five parts and  these has three sections.

8 I get paid  four weeks.

9 I called the off ice two or three times, but  time it was closed.

10 Car seat belts save lives.   driver should wear one.

11 A friend of mine has three children.  I always give  them a present at Christmas.

12 (from an exam)  Answer all five questions.  Write your answer to  question on 

a separate sheet of paper.

91.3  Complete the sentences using each.

1 The price of one of those oranges is 40 pence.  Those oranges are 40 pence each  .

2 I had ten pounds and so did Sonia.  Sonia and I  .

3 One of those postcards costs a pound.  Those  .

4 The hotel was expensive.  I paid 200 dollars and so did you.  We  .

91.4  Put in everyone (1 word) or every one (2 words).

1 Sarah is invited to a lot of parties and she goes to every one  .

2 I remember school very clearly.  I remember  in my class.

3 I asked her lots of questions and she answered  correctly.

4 Amy is very popular.   likes her.

5 I dropped a tray of glasses.  Unfortunately  broke.
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